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Northwest Senior & Disability Services 

 

Senior and Disability Joint Advisory Council Minutes  

 

Date:   Thursday, July 15, 2021         

Teleconference meeting only due to Covid-19 

 

Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order 

 Ruth McEwen, SAC Chair, called the meeting to order at 11:21.  A quorum 

was established. 

 

Attendance:   

Donna Davis 

Kathy Eckert-Mason 

Ruth McEwen 

Steven Manesis 

Monica Moore 

Judi Richards 

Shirl Staats 

Heather Wechter 

Betty Sledge 

Melissa Milligan 

Lacey Plasker 

Linda Crandell 

Chuck Richards 

Carol Hankins 

Angela Plowhead 

Patrick Brodigan 

Mel Fuller 

 

Agenda Item 2 - Welcome Guest/Public Comments 

 There were no guests. 

 

Agenda Item 3 – Advisory Council Comments 

 Linda Crandell found an incorrect website address in the APD Preliminary 

List handout.  Item #6 Workforce Recruitment, has an incorrect website 

address.  It should read connecttocarejobs.com. 
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Agenda Item 4 – Staff Liaison Comments 

 Kara McLaughry had nothing to share. 

 Lia Knauss reported that COVID restrictions for home visits have been 

lifted and normal processes are resuming. 

 At the request of several council members who expressed concerns for 

foster home residents’ safety during the extreme temperature conditions, 

Lia covered the heating and cooling rule requirements for adult care 

home facilities.  

 
Temperature standards are addressed under the following: 
 

Facility Standards OAR 411-050-0715 (6)(a-c)  

 

 

Agenda Item 5 – Director Comments, Tanya DeHart, Executive Director 

 July 1 brought exciting changes toward a return to normal operations.  

Field visits have resumed and staff and consumers are excited to be able 

to reconnect.  NWSDS offices are in the phase 2 reopening process.  All 
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staff must be in office at least one day per week and we will monitor how 

telework performs with operations returning to “normal.”  Meal sites will 

be reopening.  ACL and state have many rules and the plan we submitted 

met the guidelines.  Svensen (at the coast) and Silverton will be the first 

sites to reopen; others will follow. Drive up options will still be available 

for consumers who request it. 

 The heat wave caught most everyone off guard.  In response, case 

managers reached out to consumers and the state approved additional 

hours for home care workers to transport consumers to cooling centers.  

Cooling center information sheets and tips and suggestions for staying 

cool were distributed to home delivered meal consumers. The council 

members shared concerns about brown outs, vulnerable consumers who 

had no access to cooling centers and other concerns regarding 

temperature extremes. Donna Davis suggested a brochure with tips for 

staying cool with an air conditioner.  Angela Plowhead wondered if there 

is any way to help people get generators.  Several council members 

expressed additional concerns related to heat issues.  Tanya suggested 

that more advocacy could help and asked that a discussion item be added 

to the next Legislative and Advocacy committee agenda to develop 

suggested strategies. She also said she would reach out to Lavinia Goto 

and ask her to get the topic on the radar of the many community groups 

to which she belongs.  

 Tanya thanked the members who attended the O4AD legislative session 

debrief earlier in the day.  They had significant information to share about 

the session.  The APD specifics include an expansion of the OPI program 

and the Family Caregiver Support Program is being prepared for 

submission to the state.  It is estimated to take about a year so likely not 

in full swing until July 2022.  Funding for OPI is the same: 50% first year 

award and increased funding is expected.  Program is growing quickly and 

there is no waiting period at this time.  The Provider Time Capture was 

approved.  Infection control and training – six positions approved to 

provide education, APD/ OHA workgroups are being formed to fulfill 

budget note to address service barriers.  $132 million long term care 

investment package which is BIG money over and above the prior 

amounts.  The additional funds are intended to shore up the direct work 

force and facility availability, enhancing worker wages, and a lengthy list 

of other care investments.  Carol Hankins asked when this would be taking 
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pace and Tanya said there will be a 5% increase July 1 to facilities.  Ruth 

McEwen asked about SB 199 (Advance Directives) and asked if it would 

increase workload for staff; Tanya said she would have to research and get 

back to her.    

 Steven Manesis also attended the meeting and said Andrea Meyer from 

AARP shared lots of effort has been put in to increasing caregiver wages.  

They are trying to address discrimination and attitudes leveled against 

older adults labeled “not tech savvy” in the workplace.  O4AD lobbyist 

said 115 bills were passed (28%), $29 billion in spending approved, and 

APD’s budget got a 17% increase.  

 Betty Sledge asked if there is a workgroup to spend the money and will 

lack of care homes/facilities be addressed.  Tanya said they are trying to 

address that with the state.  Lia Knauss shared that pre-COVID, many 

homes closed but they are not seeing an uptick in applications.  Lia’s team 

has tried to do marketing aimed at increasing care facilities and has put a 

survey in the field to determine the barriers for entry regarding start up 

care homes. The top responses were financial reserves, lack of available 

staff, and finding a home that could meet the criteria for becoming a 

facility. Monica Moore said she has a marketing background and would 

be happy to help.  Carol Hankins asked about the rules regarding existing 

foster homes that wish to close.  Lia outlined the state’s requirements are 

30 day move notices for residents, outlining dates, and following closure 

process.   

 

Agenda Item 6 – Presentation from Mike McCormick 

 Mike McCormick, Deputy Director at Oregon Department of Human 

Services, Aging and People with Disabilities presented to the group.  A 

copy of his presentation is attached to these minutes.  Mike spoke for 15 

minutes and opened the floor for questions.  

 Heather Wechter asked what happens to the interest accrued when stated 

budget funds are awarded.  Mike answered that when federal funds are 

allocated, they must be spent in 24 months. He also said the state only 

pulls down funds after a qualified expenditure.  

 Angela Plowhead asked how the suspension of the Medicaid pay in will 

change over time.  Mike answered that it is a permanent change and 

planned for long term sustainability.  
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 Steven Manesis asked Mike if he thought improvements in mental health 

will happen in eastern and southern Oregon.  Mike answered the 

additional $430 million should help more people.  

 Donna Davis asked if there is any way to get services for to ensure 

Medicaid clients have access to massage, DNA testing for weight loss, 

special glasses, special shoes, and post-day surgery help at home.  Mike 

said no coverage for massage or DNA testing.  On shoes, glasses, and 

post-day surgery assistance, working through the CCO or OHP to obtain 

authorizations to access these services is the way it is handled.  In some 

cases, APD will provide help.  Regarding outpatient services, Mike will 

make a not to try to improve customer service in this area.  

 Angela Plowhead asked about the rules regarding new day centers.  Can 

anyone open a center or are they limited to a certain group?  Mike replied 

that anyone can open one.  

 Patrick Brodigan gave a shout out to the plan for ODHS to allocate funds 

to address loneliness and asked if ODHS has ideas on how the screening 

will be done? Mike answered that his specialist for this area does have 

some ideas.  Patrick commented that Kim Von Ordon runs the HOPE Lab 

and has a program called Connection Plan. Please share with specialist.  

 Patrick also expressed his approval for workforce development initiatives 

for long term care workers.  He cited a white paper from 2017 which says 

professional development opportunities are an important incentive and 

asked if these could be built in.  Mike thanked him for the input.  

 Betty Sledge asked if there will be a focus within APD on opening new 

homes for mental health.  Mike said there would not be.  He said that 

COVID opened a lot of beds in facilities and APD wants to use funds to 

break down barriers so people can stay in their own homes. Local offices 

can do their own work. Steven Manesis cited Nicole’s comments 

regarding the issue of the gap between availability for services for clients 

under 65 and those over 65.  Mike said it is not working well.  Operating 

within APD parameters means the 18-64 get help only if there is a physical 

disability.  At 65, all must be served.  It’s a big situation without an 

immediate fix.    

 

Agenda Item 7- Information and Discussion Items 

 None 
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Agenda Item 8 – Legislative & Advocacy Report 

 Judi Richards reported the Capitol is getting ready to reopen.  Ruth 

McEwen said they are in the process making appointments with new 

legislators.  

 

Agenda Item 9 – Oregon State Plan on Aging 

 Nothing to share. 

 

Agenda 10 - Oregon Home Care Commission Report   

 Arbitrator is working the contract. Will be watching for progress. 

 

Agenda 11 - ADRC 

 No report. 

 

Agenda 12 - State Independent Living Council 

 No report. 

 

Agenda 13 - Older Adult Behavioral Health Initiative Report 

 Patrick Brodigan shared information on the modules now available to 

address workforce development for direct care staff.  They take about 45 

minutes to an hour and all are welcome.  A flyer on the modules is 

included as an attachment.  

 

Agenda 14- Other Committee Reports  

 Carol Hankins reported the LTC ombudsmen no longer have to wear face 

shields when visiting consumers in facilities but masks are still required. 

Agenda 15 – SAC/DSAC Vacancy List 

 No updates. 

 

Agenda 16 - Referral to SAC/DSAC Committees 

 No referrals.  

 

Agenda 17 - Calendar Review 

a. Leg and Advocacy: 8/3/2021 at 11:00 am 

b. Steering Committee: 9/7/2021 at 10:30 am 

c. Leg and Advocacy: 9/7/2021 at 11:00 am 

d. SAC (10:45), Joint (11:00 am) and DSAC (1 pm): 9/16/2021  
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Agenda 18 - Adjournment  

 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:09 p.m.  

 

 

 

Dianne McGill 

 

Dianne McGill, Temporary Council Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL REPORTS, MEMOS, AND LETTERS CONTAINED IN THE AGENDA OR 

DISTRIBUTED PRIOR TO AND DURING THE MEETING SHALL, BY THIS 

REFERENCE, BECOME A PART OF THE ORIGINAL MINUTES 

 

 


