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Dear Prospective Council Member,
NWSDS greatly values the time and effort of its volunteer advisory council
members. That is one reason why the application and appointment process
takes a little bit of time: we really do want the very best people serving on
the councils. It is the responsibility of the agency’s Board of Directors to
appoint members to the advisory councils. But before the board considers
an applicant for appointment, the application passes through a number of
steps for recommendation.
From the time our office receives an application from a prospective council
member, the process can take as little as one month, to as long as a few
months for a decision from our Board of Directors. The process follows
these steps:
 The application is presented to the SAC/DSAC Joint Nominating
Committee for review, and to conduct an interview of the applicant.
 The Joint Nominating Committee then makes a recommendation to
either the full Senior Advisory Council, or Disability Services Advisory
Council.
 The full council then votes on whether to forward the application to
the Board of Directors for appointment.
 The Board of Directors acts on the application, and the applicant is
notified of the decision.
Since each of these groups typically meets only once per month, and
meetings are occasionally canceled due to the unavailability of a quorum or
other conflicts, the review process can stretch across more than one month.

While every effort is made to try to expedite the appointment of qualified
applicants to vacancies on our advisory councils, coordinating the
schedules of busy people can sometimes lengthen the process.
I am always available to provide updates on where we are in the process,
and to answer any questions you may have. Don’t hesitate to contact me at
any time:
E-mail: zaira.flores@nwsds.org
Ph: 503-304-3451
Fax: 503-304-3434
Sincerely,
Zaira Flores Marin
Council and Volunteer Coordinator
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